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SUBJECT: SOVIET MEDIA HABITS ON GERMAN ISSUES 

REF: USBERLIN 1771 

WITH ITS LONGER, OLDER AND MORE FINELY TUNED ANTENNAE, DEPART- 
MENT IS IN BETTER POSITION THAN WE TO JUDGE THE THEMATIC 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN VARIOUS SOVIET STATEMENTS ON RECENT BORDER 
INCIDENTS IN CONTEXT OF SOVIET MEDIA HABITS VIS-A-VIS GERMAN 
ISSUES (PARA 4 REFTEL). FORM OUR LESSER PERCH, WE WOULD 
NOTE, WITH REGARD TO THE THREE STATEMENTS ANALYZED, THAT THEY 
BECOME MORE PUGNACIOUS AND UNHELPFUL AS THE SOURCE BECOMES 
LESS AUTHORITATIVE. IN STANDARD SOVIET TERMS, THE ASCENDING 
ORDER OF "AUTHORIT ATIVENES S " IS PEACE AND PROGRESS, RADIO 
MOSCOW, AND PRAVDA. IN OUR EXPERIENCE, SUCH DISTINCTIONS 
ARE QUITE COMMON, ON GERMAN AS ON OTHER ISSUES, WITH 
PRAVDA NORMALLY THE MOST PRUDENT AND THE BEST READING 
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"ORCHESTRATION" IS SPECIFIC (FINE TUNED ON EACH ISSUE) 

OR INSTITUTIONAL (WITH SOME MEDIA GETTING MORE REIN THAN 
PRAVDA, AND DISTINCTIONS ON PARTICULAR ISSUES A KIND OF 
FALLOUT OF THIS GENERAL SITUATION) IS AN OLDER AND MORE 
GENERAL PROBLEM ON WHICH DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS WILL BE 
WELCOME. 
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